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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the legal and environmental challenges threatening the unique tropical and
ancient vegetation in Dhofar Governorate, Sultanate of Oman, specifically the practice of "tree
wounding", bark peeling, and unregulated resin extraction targeting rare species, notably the
Frankincense tree (Boswellia sacra), Acacia tortilis, and wild fig trees. The significance of the study
stems from the critical necessity to protect public environmental assets and cultural heritage against

vascular tissue injuries that lead to the gradual dieback of trees under inadequate penal frameworks.

The research highlights a significant legislative gap within the Omani environmental and penal legal
framework. A critical analysis of the Law on Environmental Protection and Pollution Control (Royal
Decree No. 114/2001) and the Omani Penal Code (Royal Decree No. 7/2018) reveals that statutory
prohibitions are strictly confined to acts of total felling, uprooting, or illegal logging. Consequently,
acts causing "slow destruction" and cumulative vascular impairment of living trees remain outside

direct penalization.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. The study concludes that current Omani statutory
frameworks suffer from a clear penal deficiency regarding the physical integrity of living plants, as
traditional rules of property destruction fail to address cumulative environmental harm. The study
recommends enacting specific executive regulations by the Environment Authority explicitly
prohibiting bark wounding, recognizing the penal concept of "assault on plant physical integrity",
enhancing environmental judicial police enforcement, and implementing mandatory ecological

restoration under the "polluter pays" principle.

Keywords: Legislative Harmonization, Tree Wounding, Bark Peeling, Frankincense Tree, Penal

Void, Plant Physical Integrity.
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